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Quidvis recte factum quamvis humile preclarvm. 


Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. Royce, 1924 


We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since !946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the origina! Rolls-Royce 


components.We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


www.bentleysydney.com E CREWE & 
19 - 27 Regatta Road Cc R E W E 
Five Dock, Sydney NSW 2046 


Australia 
Phone: 9744 SII MD 17855 


From the left The Hon. Charles Rolls, Henry Royce and W. O. Bentley. 
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A Pictorial tribute to Stephe Boddice's award winning car. 


Views expressed in PRASCLARVM are those of the individual writers 


Club Website: www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover: Top photograph: 1905 30 hp, 24274, Barker limousine, shown 
incomplete outside Olympia in February 1905. The story of the amazing recovery 
in Australia in the 1950s of the only surviving 30 hp, 26355, is recounted in ‘In 
The Rear-View Mirror’. Bottom left photograph: 1905 15 hp, 24273, Barker 
landaulet shown open. Bottom right photograph: 1906 20 hp, 40523, Barker 
tourer, Percy Northeys Tourist Trophy car, with Charles Rolls and Claude Johnson 
outside the Alpine Club in London. Information from Tom Clarke's dissertation on 
the pre-40/50 hp cars in ‘The Edwardian Rolls-Royce’ by Fasal and Goodman. 
Photographs courtesy of the RREC, from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 
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| The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce plc, Derby England. 
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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


Memento of 2004 

The Victoria Branch provided 
a wonderful surprise Christmas present 
of a complimentary DVD to those who 
participated in the Australian leg of the 
2004 Rolls-Royce Centennial World 
Tour and the PRAECLARVM Rally. The 
events in Australia resulted in a small 
surplus, which enabled the Victoria 
Branch to produce and provide this 
superb memento. 


The DVD provides coverage of 


the Centennial World Tour in Brisbane 
and Wagga Wagga. It then takes in the 
Federal Rally Concours d’Elegance at 
Flemington where David Jones (VIC), 
Bob Boscoe (TAS), Nada Dickinson 
(NSW), George Forbes (VIC), Nicolas 
Stow (UK) and Allan Simpson (NSW) 
all discuss their cars. But I found the 
most poignant interview was with 
Horrie Swain (NSW) talking about his 


beloved ‘Duchess’, 1961 Silver Cloud II, 


SYD474 - his courage in battling illness 
to complete the Centennial World Tour 

and the Federal Rally was an inspiration 
and he died not long after, in May 2004. 


Another souvenir from the Centenary 
Year. A copy of the magnificent collage, 
which was presented to Eric Henderson 
at the Presentation Dinner of the 2004 
PRA'CLARVM Rally can be obtained 
from Harry Heuchan (WA). The collage 
can be glimpsed in this photograph of 
Eric Henderson by Anthony van der Vliet. 


Copies are available in various sizes and 
prices - contact details: Ph 08-9325-2673 
or email lab@plazacameras.com.au 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars built a limited edition of seven identical Phantoms to mark 
the 2004 Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)summit that took place in Bahrain in 
December 2004. The GCC Phantoms are finished in Black Sapphire Metallic, with 
dual hand painted Cashmere coach-lines. A hallmarked solid silver Spirit of Ecstasy 


adorns the radiator. Inside, the specially-commissioned interior features Black Tulip 


wood veneer and Cashmere Leather. The famous interlinked RR logo is sewn into each 
head restraint and applied to the veneer in each door capping. In the rear, passengers 
are treated to individually-powered seats in which they can enjoy their own 6.5-inch 


DVD screens. The seats are separated by a bespoke cool-hox, housed in the rear centre 


consul. Courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 


Northern Territory Section 

On a further sad note, Kathy 
Preston died after a long illness. In 1994 
Kathy and Keith Preston took over the 
duties of Secretary and operated the Club 
Shop of the Northern Territory Section. 
George Fyson, as President, reported in 
1998: “Keith and Kathy have, as usual, 
held the Club together and coaxed, 
threatened and forceably encouraged 
other members to take part”. Kathy 
Preston continued on as Secretary though 
by 2000 membership numbers had 
declined. I enjoyed Kathy and Keith’s 
generous hospitality during my visit to 
Darwin in 2003, whilst researching the 
history of the Club. Her health even at 
that time was very troubling but it could 
not suppress her cheerfulness. 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Appoint New 
Chairman and CEO 

On 1 February 2005, Ian 
Robertson (46) took up his appointment 
as Chairman and Chief Executive of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. The BMW 
Group announced the appointment on 
29 November 2004. Ian Robertson 
(see photograph to right) was born in 


Oswestry, Shropshire, Great Britain, and 
had been Managing Director of BMW 
South Africa since 1999, 


f Roil-Royce Motor Cars. 


Courtesy o, 


Rolls-Royce Production Highest for 14 
Years 

Following its launch at the 
2003 Detroit Motor Show, 300 Rolls- 
Royce Phantoms were retailed in this, 
the company’s start-up year. Throughout 
2004, the first year of full production, 
there has been a steady increase in 
customer demand, which has resulted in 
a total retail figure of 792 Phantoms. 
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars’ innovative 


passenger airbag concept has won 

the Society of Plastics’ Engineers’ 
(SPE) Grand Innovation Award, it was 
announced in December 2004.The 
engineers impressed the judges with 
the pioneering design of the passenger 
airbag, which deploys without the 
need for the leather trim to tear or the 
surrounding parts to separate, setting 
new standards in technological design. 
In its initial milliseconds of expansion 
the airbag pushes the dashboard top 
upwards, creating a gap through which 
the airbag can deploy. Courtesy of 
Roll-Royce Motor Cars. 


Sales and Marketing Director, 
Howard Mosher, commented, “We 
are extremely pleased with this result, 
which proves that there is strong demand 
for the Phantom. This is the greatest 
number of Rolls-Royce cars purchased 
in a single year for 14 years - and at a 
price which is substantially higher than 
previous models.“‘Daily we are learning 
more about the patterns of customer 
demand,” added Howard Mosher. “One 
surprise has been the level of interest in 
Bespoke specifications, which are the 
special features which customers want, 
but which don’t appear on the options 
list. We planned for 20 per cent of 
Phantoms to have Bespoke features, but 
the actual figure is more like 60 per cent. 
This is good news for the business and 
our production flexibility means that we 
can manage such surprises.” 

David Neely 


Right: The arrival of the new Bentley 
Continental Flying Spur was announced 

in January 2005. It will go on sale this 
year. Bentley s head of design, Dirk van 
Braeckel, said “We were very conscious 
that the Continental Flying Spur had 

to make a sporting statement .... That's 
actually more challenging with a four-door 
than a coupe, which will always looks 
fast’. With 552 bhp, a top speed of over 
190 mph and a 0-62 mph (100 km/h) in 
around five seconds it has the performance 
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to match its appearance. 
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Events Calendar 
Overseas 
2005 RREC Rally, Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton RREC +44-1327-811788 
2005 RROC Annual Meet, Greenwich, Connecticut RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
2005 Federal Rally, Canberra Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
2005 Overlander to Federal Rally Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 


Australian Capital Territory Branch 


General Meeting in Wagga Wagga Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 

Wheels Day Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 

General Meeting Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 

New South Wales Branch 

Practical Day John Aiosa 02-9449-1485 

General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
New Members’ Dinner David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
CMC President's Picnic David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Windsor Polo Club David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Commemoration Run David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


Queensland Branch 
Bribie Island Run John Wright 07-3263-1767 
Picnic Run John Wright 07-3263-1767 
South Australian Branch 
All British Day - Uraidla Oval Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Regularity Trial and Picnic - Bethany Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Concours d'Elegance - The Orphanage, Goodwood __ Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Barossa Vintage Festival Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Victoria Branch 

Kilmore Cup Day - Kilmore Racecourse Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
Tattersall’s ‘Car of the Century’ Dinner - Grand Prix Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
General Meeting - Dr Mark Sandford Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
Concours d'Elegance Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 


Western Australia Branch 


Big Al’s Poker Run Lynette Whye 08-9257-1315 
RR Body Club Walk Lynette Whye 08-9257-1315 
Pukka Polo Match Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
Dunsborough Beer Festival Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
Classic Car Show ‘Cars of the Stars’ Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
20/25hp, 25/30hp and Wraith Register 
Mystery Tour - NSW Central Coast David Axe 02-4324-1952 
Derby Phantom Register 
Post-Rally Tour - Canberra to Sydney Mike Rust 0418-915-356 
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From the Federal President 


he emails have been running hot! 

What is the correct date? David 
Neely said 2006. Tom Clarke agreed. 
Sabu Advani, editor of The Flying Lady, 
who started it all suggested 2006. I 
concurred that 2006 was correct. How 
come for the past celebrations and 
anniversaries the date had been 1957 for 
the fiftieth anniversary and 1981 for the 
seventy-fifth? The question of course 
is when is the correct centenary date of 
the first 40/50 hp — 1906-2006 or 1907- 
2007? David Morrison of the USA still 
believes the correct date is 2007. David 
Neely said as editor of Praeclarum, 2006 
was the year he had chosen to celebrate 
the centenary of the Silver Ghost, and 
that the NSW Branch would celebrate 
this event together with fifty years of our 
great Club at the Federal Rally in 2006. 
My research, when writing the book on 
my Silver Ghost, also confirms the well 
known fact that two 40/50 hp models 
were on display at the Olympia Show in 
London in November 1906. Also, as was 
the company’s usual policy, another 
40/50 hp model was running and outside 
the show for demonstration purposes. 
Four 40/50 hp were possibly built 
in 1906 and chassis 60551, Claude 
Johnson’s car named ‘The Silver Ghost’ 
with registration number AX201 was on 
test on 14 April 1907, thus the 1907 date. 
However 1906 is the correct date for the 
first 40/50 h.p. So 2006 is correct! QED. 


Exciting Developments to Come 


Now back to the present, 2005 is proving 
to be an exciting year with the first 


flight of the new Airbus A380 with 

the new Rolls-Royce Trent 900 aero 
engines. Bentley Motors around March 
will release the new Four-Door version 
of the Bentley Continental and in 2006 
or 2007 release the convertible Bentley 
Continental GT Two-Door. Rolls-Royce 
also has announced that it expects to 
release in 2007 a Two-Door four seater 
convertible, RRO2. This is smaller but 
based on the 100EX concept car released 
in the centenary year. This vehicle will 
have the same V12 engine that is in the 
current Phantom. 


A Capital Experience to Come 


Of course, the most important event in 
2005 is the Capital Experience Federal 
Rally in Canberra hosted by our ACT 
Branch. The Branch executive and rally 
organisers have been working hard 
over a long period to ensure that the 
rally will be highly successful and full 
of innovative ideas. This new format 
Federal Rally has been extended to allow 
extra time for more Register functions 
including seminars and Register dinners 
and special programs for all the ladies. 
Federal Council has a number of 
important discussion papers to examine 
including the criteria for Honorary Life 
Members and Club headquarters. 


Enjoyable Bentley Articles 


I must say how much I enjoyed the two 
articles in the last issue of Praeclarum 
written by David Berthon. The first 
one ‘The Day I Became a Bentley Boy’ 


was unique in its concept. That is, the 
comparison of one of the very best 
Bentleys of 1929, a Speed Six Vanden 
Plas tourer with that of the latest Bentley 
2004 Continental GT Coupe. The article 
and comparison of the two vehicles 
made for some very interesting reading. 
The second article ‘A Body Beautiful’ 
on the Embiricos Bentley with its French 
coachwork by Pourtout as seen at Pebble 
Beach was equally enthralling and what 
an outstanding vehicle this was in 1938 
and today it is still equally outstanding! 


Souvenir of PRA.CLARVM Rally 


As an entrant in last year’s Federal 
PRAECLARVM Rally in Melbourne, I 
received a DVD with some interesting 
highlights for viewing. What a great 
permanent souvenir and memento of 
this rally and special thanks are due to 
Eric Henderson and his group for this 
generous gesture. 


Tsunami Destruction 


T am sure that all our club members and 
friends will have been moved by the 
terrible loss of life and destruction from 
the tsunami to the areas to our north- 
west, and like Australia border the Indian 
Ocean. I am sure that our members will 
have given generously to the appropriate 
aid agencies so that they can distribute 
the much needed aid and equipment to 
the correct locations. 


Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 


The Federal President, Bryan 
Inder, was one of the twenty 

five members who attended a 
Silver Ghost Register lunch on 
21 November 2004. Silver Ghost 
Registrar, Rex Vincent and Norah 
hosted the lunch at their home 
at Castle Hill, Sydney. Pictured 
on the left is Bryan Inder 's 1922 
Silver Ghost, 12HG, a Williams 
of Sydney (1970) Tourer and 

on the right is Lyel Murrells 
1920 Silver Ghost, 127BW, a 
Bradbury/Hughes of Svdney 
(1980/94) Tourer. Photograph 
courtesy of Bryan Inder. 
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The Twenty, The Shed, The Pine Tree and The Ill Wind 
By John Flockart (TAS) T have never been happy about the coniferous trees. Later the grounds were 
‘ = Ad veracity of the old saying ‘it’s and planted out in an apple and pear orchard. 
ill wind that blows no good’. And I am When we purchased the property in 1974 
still not. Perhaps I am over sensitive. I the orchard had been bulldozed under 
have never liked high winds blowing a government scheme to enable older 
around this place. The property was first unmarketable varieties to be removed 
settled around the turn of the twentieth and allow alternative rural production. 
century by a man who had successfully Plenty of grass on which to graze a small 
made a career as a store keeper. He flock of fine wool sheep. The ornamental 
carefully selected a superb site for trees remain though and are large well 
———_—— his ideal home on a 15 acre piece of grown mature trees. As a result high 
Above: John Flockart with 69H8 in 2003 ground. He surrounded the house and winds rock the trees as the raging air 
in the shed at the family home ‘Chandos’, the entrance drive with a selection of stream blows through. Anything like 
WRIA arpa DEIR te northern hemisphere deciduous and gale force gusts create the most alarming 


Editor. 

| Top: 1923 Rolls-Royce 20 hp, 69H8, a Waring Bros Tourer saw the light of day for the first time in many years after it emerged from the 
tottering shed seen in the background on the top right. This Twenty has been in the Flockart family since 1930 and except for the World War 
II years was in regular service until the 1960s. Next to it is 1953 Bentley R-type, B251SP. a Saloon. The story of these cars, ‘The Bentley 
and The Twenty’, written by John Flockart appeared in the February 2004 and June 2004 issues. Below: The shed with the pine tree. 
Photographs from John Flockart. 


noise. This makes me fearful for the 
wellbeing of these lovely trees. 

At the end of November 2004, 
southern Tasmania was buffeted by two 
days of strong winds with many gale 
force gusts. The second day the wind 
was more severe than the first. In mid 
afternoon during one of these gusts 
a loud crash was heard in the house. 
Thought was, if that is the TV aerial 
blowing off the roof, then we will soon 
know when we turn on the set. Late in 
the afternoon my son David came in, and 
said I should come and look at the shed, 
come now it is urgent. 

The sight was startling, to be 
honest I was gob smacked. The shed 
was in a state of collapse. The loud 
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crash. A large pine tree adjacent to the 
shed had split half way up the trunk, and 
falling, had smashed over two fences, 
with the top landing on the shed roof. 
The point of impact was the hip of the 
roof where two gables meet at right 
angles. The shed, constructed I guess 
about 1920, budget priced and scantily 
built, was never made to withstand this 
impact and certainly not ninety years 
on. The timber split and cracked in all 
directions. Without the hip the roof 
gables flattened and pushed the wall 
sections outwards and sideways. 

David and I looked in 
awestruck. Deciding it was safe to 
venture in briefly, David backed out his 
Ford Escort and more adventurously, his 
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HZ Holden. Quite amazingly nothing 
appeared damaged. The Rolls pushed 
against the back wall looked intact, 
peering through the debris. Next move 
was to phone our local builder and the 
insurance company. The builder arrived 
and agreed the situation looked stable 
for the moment, but returned an hour 

or two later with some timber to shore 
up the point of impact. This being late 
on Friday evening it meant waiting till 
Monday for him to bring suitable timber 
and strut and brace the sagging remains. 
It was then safe for us to enter and clear 
up. Debris, tools, boxes, benches, etc 
and of course, the Rolls. The appearance 
of the damaged end was of a card house 
frozen in the process of total collapse. 

David and I spent some hours 
in the clean up. Once a path had been 
cleared, the rescue then began. David 
was the Rolls’ guardian angel, crawling 
in somehow with the tyre inflater to 
pump the two tyres against the wall. 
With four tyres inflated the test was to 
see if they remained so once the jacking 
blocks were removed. They did so, and 
thus encouraged we thought to use a 
trolley jack to move the car sideways 
from the wall. Bad luck. The boards in 
the old floor were too rough. Once the 
weight was on the jack the little trolley 
wheels refused to move. Fortunately, 
the front end came out a foot or so. 
With clearance front and rear, the Rolls 
was shunted out under its own steam. 
First time in thirty years the old car had 
turned a wheel. What a moment. David 
did the driving and I provided guidance. 
The Rolls continued bit by bit without 
knocking too many boxes over until it 
finally emerged on to the lawn. 

Said like that it sounds good. 
Pump the tyres, press the starter, and 
drive out of the shed just like that. But 
we cheated. Some twelve months ago 
curiosity dictated that we find a battery 
and see if the engine would come to 
life after its long rest. It did with great 
reluctance after hours of trying. Since 
then we have run the engine from time to 
time to keep up the good work. 

A day or so later we decided 
we had better finish what we had started. 
David parked the car alongside the 
tractor and trailer and tossed in endless 
accumulated rubbish from the Rolls’ 
back seat. Quite a heap. I collected in 
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a box all the bits, such as side curtains, 
that belonged to the car. David then 
achieved a huge clean up inside the car 
and out using the vacuum cleaner with 
brush attachment to the hose. The “dry 
cleaning” was so successful we decided 
to follow on with a wash would serve no 
useful purpose. 

To celebrate, a photo call, then 
David took the wheel and we moved 
into the paddock and made crop circles 
in the long grass. Next time the tourist 
helicopter files over there will be cause 
to speculate on the alien visitors. Round 
and round, and up and down the slope 
the Rolls managed pretty well given the 
appalling state of engine tune. Turning 
the engine with the starting handle you 
can pick up two compressions, a third 
cylinder where the blown exhaust valve 
spurts out air like a hiss of steam, and 
what the other three cylinders do no 
one knows, not much I guess. Pulling 
hard made me think of the original two 
cylinder Royce. What a way to finish 
the morning. Ignore the tired engine, 
it still leaves an attractive car. Royce 
took a clean sheet of paper and produced 
a design to suit the post World War I 
motoring conditions. A magnificent car 
and a magnificent achievement by the 
Master. 
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These photographs, taken in 2003, show the ‘time-capsule’ detail of the original Waring Bros 
of Melbourne coachwork. David Flockart is at the wheel but it would take an arguably ill 
wind before 69H8 emerged from its cocoon of thirty years. Photgraphs by the Edior. 
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Bentley Arnage Drophead Coupe 


RF: Bentley’s very earliest days, 
open-top cars have been an intrinsic 
part of the company’s heritage. Over 
the decades that followed many revered 
convertible or ‘drophead’ models were 
created 

From the 1955 Park Ward 
Sl Drophead Coupe, through the later 
Corniche and Continental eras, up to 
the magnificent Azure of 1995, an entire 
portfolio of unashamedly glamorous 
and wonderfully desirable cars meant 
that Bentley retained its reputation as 
the creator of the world’s most elegant 
convertibles. 

Now that reputation has grown 
once more with the unveiling of the new 
Bentley Arnage Drophead Coupe show car 
at the 2005 Los Angeles Auto Show. It is 
a true four-seater convertible for the 21st 
century: a unique blend of classic Bentley 


Text and images courtesy of Bentley Motors. 


design and craftsmanship married to a 
high-technology platform sourced from 
the 2005 Model Year Armage. As such, 
it is the perfect natural successor to the 
Bentley Azure, whose eight-year lifespan 
cemented the marque’s status as the prime 
provider of four-seater convertibles to this 
sector of the market. 

First and foremost, the design 
is unmistakeably Bentley - it shares the 
same front end as the current Arnage 
range and its platform ensures it seats 
four adults in complete comfort. But it 
is also unmistakeably unique. The entire 
cabin and rear section of the car are newly 
designed, with a stunning new interior 
that has been influenced by contemporary 
furniture design; the objective being to 
create an opulent and inviting seating 
area that reflects its status as a car that 1s 
at home in Palm Springs or the Riviera. 


The Arnage Drophead Coupe 
show car is more than just a conceptual 
design study, however. Its unveiling in 
Los Angeles represents the culmination 
of a truly innovative development 
programme that means the car is entirely 
production viable, as Bentley’s chairman 
Dr Franz-Josef Paefgen explains: 

“The 2005 Arnage range 
has been extensively re-engineered at 
significant cost and is a very modern, 
high-technology saloon. It is natural, 
therefore, that we would use this base to 
further our reputation as the pre-eminent 
builder of large, luxury convertibles in 
the world. 

“We had such amazing success 
with the Bentley Azure, which has 
developed a cult following although 
production stopped in 2003. There’s no 
reason why this new Arnage derivative 
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couldn’t fill the gap left by the Azure. 
If customer demand is there, it could go 
into production within a very short space 
of time - as early as Spring 2006.” 


Design 


Bentley’s design team cites the 1955 
Park Ward Sl Drophead Coupe and 
1995 Azure as its main influences for 
the Amage Drophead Coupe show car. 
Like the 1950s convertible, the car has a 
deep body with a single feature line that 
runs along both flanks and rises at the 
powerful rear haunches before spearing 
off at the rear of the car. Similarly, the 
Azure’s fast and flowing roofline is 
echoed in the show car’s stunning seven- 
bow canvas roof that gives the car such a 
visible sporting profile when raised. 

“The Arnage Drophead Coupe 
is the latest in a long line of much- 
admired Bentley convertibles and we 
wanted to reflect that heritage as directly 
as possible,” says Dirk van Braeckel, 
director of design, Bentley Motors. “The 
key to a four-seater convertible is that its 
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grace and elegance is on display when the 
roof is down but it shouldn’t lose any of 
that beauty when it is raised. We think we 
have struck that balance with the beautiful 
lines of the roof.” 

That objective was achieved, 
explains Bentley’s head of exterior design 
Raul Pires by inclining the windscreen as 
far back as possible - the car is 35mm 
lower than an Arnage. “We have tried to 
make the roof look as ‘fast’ as we can,” he 
says. “The result is a design that combines 
fluidity, sportiness and elegance.” 

A new rear boot section also 
helps to accentuate the contemporary 
feel of the new convertible. Prominent 
wheel arches grace a slender, narrowing 
boot that results in a ‘horse shoe’ trailing 
edge. This graceful shape is reminiscent 
of the first Crewe-built Bentley, the 1946 
Mk VI, and the overall effect is a subtle 
nod to the power and performance that 
lies beneath the stunning Meteor Blue 
bodywork. 

New LED rear tail-lamps use 
technology borrowed from the Continental 
GT coupe range; while a chrome surround 


echoes the Arnage front head-lamp units. 
Further brightwork is found in the form of 
chrome exhaust finishers and handcrafted 
chrome bumpers and sills that extend 
around the entire car and sit alongside 
unique, six-spoke, 19-inch chrome- 
finished alloy wheels. 

Of course, the nature of a 
convertible means that its interior is 
often on display as much as its exterior 
and the design team knew that the car’s 
spacious cabin would need to make as 
big a statement as its stunning body. 
The decision was taken early on in 
the programme to design a rear-seat 
compartment that captures some of the 
exquisite feel and look of earlier Bentley 


convertibles. 
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“The S1 Drophead Coupe from 
1955 had a wonderfully understated but 
luxurious interior,” says Robin Page, head 
of interior design, Bentley Motors. “For 
example, the doors had simple armrests 
with a leather pad on them and we have 
reflected that in this car’s hide-trimmed 
armrests that run the length of the cabin 
sides and appear to be suspended away 
from the door’s actual surface. 

“Similarly, we admired the fluted 
leather in earlier drophead Continentals 
and echoed that with the vast amounts 
of warm and inviting leather hide that 
extends past the seats and onto the parcel 
shelf, thereby emphasising the impressive 
dimensions of the rear compartment.” 

It’s not only heritage that 
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influenced the Arnage Drophead Coupe’s 
look and feel. The 
team appreciated the simplicity of the 


interior design 


contemporary Peel chair created by 
Norwegian Olav Eldoy, who recognised 
that the swirling curve of a slice of 
orange peel could be the concept for a 
body-hugging seat. Those same principles 
are reflected in the curving rear seat and 
arm rest. For added atmosphere, indirect 
lighting casts a warm glow of light behind 
the door arm rests. 

As in every Bentley, peerless 
craftsmanship is to the fore in the cabin. 
Beautiful Burr Oak veneers with a 
Boxwood inlay act as a counterpoint to 
the Cotswold and Nautic Blue leather 
while a wooden steering wheel with 
inlayed chrome rim is unique to the car. 


Engineering and Specification 


Work on the Amage Drophead Coupe 
started in January 2004 and only the 
introduction of new technologies and 
advanced production techniques meant 
it could be produced in such a short 
timescale, as Ashley Wickham, chief 
engineer, explains: 

“The real challenge of this 
programme was to develop a car that 
had such stylish lines in the timescale we 
had available. With good planning and 
close teamwork we were able to combine 
simultaneous engineering and design 
with the latest ‘fast-track’ technologies 
- it was a great mix of conventional and 
new thinking. 

“For example, right up to the 
point of engineering, digital data was 
taken from the clay model’s surfaces 
on a day-by-day basis, even while some 
parts of the clay were still evolving. This 
ensured we could transfer the right design 
feeling directly to the CAD surfaces 
which are used to make the tooling. 
And to ensure that the designers could 
continue to make quick revisions to the 
car, new technologies were adopted as the 
programme progressed. The body panels, 
for example, were actually pressed from 
special resin-based tools which could be 
machined in a matter of days.” 

The twin-turbocharged V8 
engine, double-wishbone suspension and 
extremely rigid body structure of the 2005 
Model Year Arnage R provide a state-of- 
the-art basis for the Drophead Coupe. 
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The show car is powered by a 450bhp 
(336Kw) version of the Arnage R’s 6.75- 
litre twin-turbocharged intercooled V8 
engine and produces 875Nm (645lb ft) 
of torque. 

The Arnage’s 
ventilated brakes with Electronic 
Stability Programme, Antilock Braking 
System and Electronic Brake pressure 
Distribution work in conjunction with the 
independent double wishbone suspension 
and a computer-controlled adaptive 


impressive 


electro-hydraulic damping system to 
ensure optimum stability and handling 
at all times. The Arnage Drophead Coupe 
also benefits from the introduction of the 
new comfort suspension system used on 
the Arnage R. 

To guarantee the Drophead 
Coupe met aggressive body stiffness 
targets set at the start of the project, 
significant stiffening members have been 
added to the underlying Arnage chassis. 
These strengthened steel parts lie in the 
sill section of the car and extend into the 
A-pillars that form the windshield frame. 
Beneath the car, cross-bracing members 
reinforce the whole body shell. The result 
is a car that displays remarkable body 
stiffness. 
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Strengthening has also been 
applied to the body structure behind the 
rear seats where an advanced rollover 
protection system has been fitted. This 
immediately detects if the car is in danger 
of inverting and deploys two hoops that 
are integrated within the rear headrests. 
In conjunction with the strengthened 
front windshield frame, these are capable 
of supporting the entire weight of an over- 
turned car. 

Not surprisingly, 
time and effort has gone into making 
the folding roof both beautiful as well as 
highly functional. Operated hydraulically 
at the touch of a switch, the impressive, 
three-layer canvas roof is elegantly 
stowed beneath the rear parcel shelf in a 
matter of 25 seconds. Because the roof is 
held in a separate well area, there is no 
impact on the generous boot space which 
was designed to be able to hold two sets 
of golf clubs and hand luggage. 


significant 


Conclusion 


The Arnage Drophead Coupe show car 
demonstrates that Bentley continues to 
lead the world when it comes to creating 
superlative cars that combine classic 


craftsmanship with contemporary design 
and unrivalled opulence. Indeed, Bentley 
is uniquely positioned to be able to offer 
cars of this quality in small production 
volumes, as Ashley Wickham, chief 
engineer, explains: 

“There is clearly nothing quite 
like this car in the world - it is in a niche 
of its own. By the spring of 2006 we 
expect to be able to start production if 
there is sufficient interest from potential 
customers. It truly is the world’s most 
elegant convertible.” 

The Arnage Drophead Coupe 
is that most admired of motor cars - a 
classic Bentley convertible based upon 
a tried and tested engineering platform 
that can fulfil the dreams of customers 
looking for exclusivity and indulgence 
in a car that evokes the Riviera lifestyle 
like no other. 

“The launch of this car highlights 
the amazing flexibility of Bentiey’s 
engineering processes, demonstrating 
yet again that Bentley is the leader 
when it comes to bespoke cars,” says Dr 
Ulrich Eichhorn, member of the board, 
engineering. “Some of the skills we have 
at Bentley don’t exist anywhere else in 
the world and it shows in this car.” 
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The 1928 Rolls-Royce Phantom 1, 101FH, at Bondi Beach at the end of the 1957 Ampol Trial, in which it ran fifth. Blanche ‘Granny’ Brown 


and Vince Brown, who joined the New South Wales Branch in October 1956, along with Catherine Price, the navigator, were entertained to 
dinner by the Victoria Branch when the rally went through Melbourne in July 1957 (see In the Rear-View Mirror, pages 43-45). Courtesy of 
the Australian Photographic Agency collection, State Library of New South Wales. 


THE SNOW ROLLS 


By Barry Lloyd 


ew people visit Queensland’s 

Gold Coast in search of elderly 
ladies, but to my surprise I spied an old 
acquaintance there a while ago. She 
was more elegant than I remembered 
her and she stood out from the crowd, 
resplendent in her two-tone green 
paintwork and immaculately refurbished 
interior. At first I wasn’t sure if it was 
the same old girl because my only 
memories of her were when she was 
covered in red dust or spattered with 
mud. 

We were at Terry and Marie 

Gilltrap’s Collector Car showroom 
and in answer to my question, “Is that 
the 1928 Rolls-Royce which ran fifth 
outright in the 1957 Ampol Trial?”. 
Terry was able to confirm it was the 
car. “One of the few Rolls in the world 
with a competition history and cheap at 
$125,000,” he suggested. 


I had memories galore of 
this magnificent vehicle and they all 
came flooding back, but there was one 
clearer than the others. The scene was 
Tumut, southern NSW ~ a town sitting 
peacefully and prettily at the foot of the 
Snowy Mountain ranges. Entrants in the 
1957 Ampol Trial were about to leave 
the town on a 220km section over the 
ranges via Batlow and Tumbarumba and 
along the Murray River to Albury. 

The organisers were fiendishly 
happy because heavy snow had fallen 
over part of the course. The first 30km 
out of Tumut and the last 140km into 
Albury were free of snow but the middle 
section was to provide some exciting 
and hair-raising motoring. Geoff Hagarty 
looked worried and said to me, “That 
farmer chappie in the old Rolls with his 
grandmother is only three cars in front of 
us. We’ll never be able to pass him once 
we reach the snow.” 

“Tt’s not his grandmother. She’s 


his mother,” I replied. 

Geoff was irritable. “Be that as 
it may,” he said, “it’s his car that worries 
me, not his family; it weighs three tonnes 
and it’s a 1928 model. He will definitely 
hold us back on this next section. We 
won’t be able to pass a vehicle that size; 
even if he wants us to pass he won’t be 
able to make enough room. I’m told the 
whole area is blanketed in snow once we 
get over 1,000 metres.” 

Geoff and I were competing 
in his VW Beetle and we knew that one 
of the problems in long distance events 
was being held up by slower vehicles in 
front, usually because of the clouds of 
dust they produce. There would be no 
dust this day but Geoff felt the narrow 
track — flanked by deep snow — would 
offer us no room to pass such a large 
obstacle once we caught up to it. 

The driver of the Rolls, Vince 
Brown, was a farmer from Rouse Hill 
on the western outskirts of Sydney. His 
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mother, ‘Granny’ Brown, had competed 
in earlier REDeX Trials and was a 
great publicity figure. With Cath Price 
in the car as navigator, Vince kept a 
low profile, allowing the two ladies 

to occupy the spotlight. He drove the 
difficult parts and let the ladies drive in 
and out of major checkpoints. The media 
was agog with excitement as these two 
ladies — one a grandmother — conducted 
the huge car around Australia, keeping 
near the front runners. 

But Vince’s laconic, easy-going 
manner hid an extraordinary driving 
talent, although at that stage Geoff and 
I knew nothing of Vince’s abilities as 
we watched the Rolls glide out of the 
checkpoint in Tumut heading for the 
mountains. We waited our turn to leave 
and Geoff remarked, “T’ll have to try and 
catch him in the first 30km so we can get 
past him before the snow.” 

So when it came our turn to 
leave, we scooted out of the checkpoint 
with Geoff driving like someone 
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possessed. “Make sure we don’t miss 
any turns,” he shouted above the rasp of 
the over-revving motor, “we can’t afford 
to waste a second.” 

A Peugeot 203 and an FE 
Holden were between us and the Rolls, 
and we overtook the Peugeot half 
way up the mountain climb to Batlow. 
“Bad country for 203s,” said Geoff. 

“T used to own one. Too wide a space 
between second and third gear ratios. 
Very slow on some gradients. Handled 
beautifully though.” There was a pause 
between each sentence as he stopped to 
concentrate on sliding the car around the 
tight corners, but then along each straight 
he would deliver a piece of philosophy 
on Peugeot gear ratios. 

We could see some snow in 
patches up ahead and the FE Holden 
driver must have lost concentration at 
the sight of it — he had slid wide on a 
right-hand corner and punctured a rear 
tyre on a small stump. With our engine 
fan whistling ominously — an audible 


Vince Brown with Phantom 1, 10LFH, showing the ravages of torturous miles through the 
Australian bush on three Ampol Rallies in the 1950s. Courtesy of Harrie Hall. 


indication of engine over-revving — we 
whipped past their feverish jacking 
operation. “Don’t blow her up,” I called 
anxiously to Geoff. “We’ve another 13 
days to go.” 

“Must pass that Rolls,” he 
shouted back. I think he was gritting his 
teeth, but I hoped he wasn’t — I preferred 
him to be more relaxed. 

The snow was only a light 
covering at first, but, at the 45km mark, 
it was deep, with heavy drifts on the 
southern sides of the hills. Geoff pressed 
on wildly, with the car sliding crazily all 
over the road. It was very hairy progress, 
and I was thankful the navigation was 
simple and I could look up from the 
maps — I was anxious to watch the road 
so I could see where we were going to 
crash. 

With our rear engine layout, 
traction was better than the conventional 
cars of the time and we began to 
overhaul other competitors — a Morris 
Major, a Standard 10 and then a 
Standard Vanguard. If I thought our VW 
was fishtailing in the snow, these others 
looked much worse. On one steep hill we 
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“Resplendent in her two-tone green paintwork” as described by Barry Lloyd, the 1 928 
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Phantom I, 101FH, a Windovers Two-door Saloon is pictured here outside the workshop of 
Bruce Ross Pty Ltd where it was restored in the 1970s. 


squeezed by an Austin A90 and a Simca 
Aronde, both navigators out pushing. 

But we didn’t see the Rolls. 

At half the distance Geoff announced, 
“That poor chap. He’s gone over the side 
you know. Couldn’t possibly get a big 
car through here so quickly.” Coming 
down off the snow, toward the Murray 
River, there was still no sign of the 
Browns’ Rolls-Royce and following the 
winding road along the edge of the river 
to Talmalmo, we saw only one other 
competitor — a Customline. 

“T certainly hope they weren’t 
hurt. I don’t think grandmothers should 
do this sort of thing,” said Geoff, half to 
himself. “Did you see any wheel marks 
where they might have gone over the 
edge?” 

“No,” [ replied, “but there is 
certainly no way he could still be in front 
of us. He must have taken a wrong turn 
back near Batlow.” 

We put the Rolls out of our 
ooinds and concentrated on covering the 
last 85km into Albury as fast as possible 
and raced into the control point with 
less than a minute to spare. Just past the 
control official’s table a man was sitting 
on the running-board of a competing car, 
calmly rolling a cigarette. After checking 
in I walked up to him and said, “Did you 
make that section on time?” “Yes,” he 
said. “These Rolls Royce must be pretty 
good in the snow,” I suggested. “Yes”, 
said Vince Brown. 

Geoff and I spent days 
discussing the performance of Vince and 


the car. “Are you sure he didn’t take a 
short cut?” Geoff asked more than once. 
“Tt just doesn’t seem possible.” 

“No,” I assured him, “there 
is definitely no other way to go.” 
Vince’s abilities were borne out in the 
final results. The Rolls finished fifth 
outright and won the over 3,000cc 
class, 205 minutes ahead of the Parkers’ 
Customline. Third place in the class went 
to the Martin Arentz Ford Customline, 
356 minutes farther back. 

We then knew that the Tumut- 
Albury section was no fluke for Vince 
Brown — he just kept doing it for the 
next 13 days and nights. 


PRACLARVM 


Rally Raconteur, Barry R Lloyd, readily 
and kindly gave his permission to re- 
print this article when I spoke to him in 
January 2005. He has been a motoring 
adventurer for more than 40 years, 
competing in all the Round Australia 
Trials from 1957 to the 1979 Repco 
Trial and driving for Mitsubishi in 
Southern Cross rallies during the 1960s 
and 1970s. He defied the experts during 
the 1986 Wynns Safari by bringing 
home a Mercedes-Benz Unimog first 

in the Truck division. Rallying aside, 

in 1964 he established a Darwin- 
Melbourne record time in a Volvo; 
crossed Sturt’s Stony Desert in a VW 
Beetle and took a pair of Colt Fastbacks 
into previously uncrossed country in 
outback Australia during a 13,000 km 
test run. Barry published in 1987 a 
selection of unusual stories from these 
and other motoring capers in his book 
titled You Cant Get There From Here. 
Signed copies are available from the 
author: post a cheque for $20 to Barry 
Lloyd, 53 Riverbank Blvd, Guildford, 
WA, 6055 and nominate the person 

to whom you wish to have the book 
dedicated. My recommendation is watch 
the DVD Ampol Car Trials: 1956, 1957, 
1958 (reviewed in PRECLARVM, No. 
5-04) and then read this book — fabulous 
motoring images and tales from the 
Australian bush - Editor. 


‘Snow Rolls’ is one of a number of 
articles by Barry Lloyd that can be 
found on the internet. Search for ‘Rally 
Raconteur’ - Editor. 


1928 Phantom I, 101FH, with ‘de-luxe Victoria coachwork by Windovers was imported 

by Dalgety to the order of Mrs Halbert of Bellevue Hill, Sydney, in October 1928. It was 
purchased by Blanche Brown and her son Vince prior to the 1956 Ampol Trial. In the 1960s 
it was sold to Lou Scholer, Southport, Queensland. Restored by Bruce Ross, Sydney in 1977, 
it was next owned by T P Dowling on the Gold Coast and is now in New Zealand. This 
photograph, which appeared in the 2 November 1928 issue of Motor Life, is reproduced 
from page 198 of ‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country’, courtesy of the State 


Library of Victoria. 
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1956 Ampol 7,000 Mile Trial 
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_ “Rolls-Royce wins more prize-money than the second-hand purchase pric 
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hat was how one result of the 1956 Ampo! Trial was reported in the September 1956 issue of Australian 
Motor Sports. It was a magnificent effort by Blanche ‘Granny’ Brown, Vince Brown and Cath Price 
in 101FH, which finished thirteenth. Only 32 cars from a field of 113 completed the 7,000 mile event. This 
photograph from 1956 of 101FH leaning into a corner on the outskirts of Childers near Bundaburg, Queensland, 
was taken by Boyd Rasmussen, a Queensland Branch member. The Trial number assigned to 101FH was 113. 
Another photograph of the car is in the 1956 Ampol Trial is on page 433 of Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the 


Sunburnt Country. 


Vince Brown, whose health was failimg, very kindly spoke to your Editor on 6 January 2005. He died a 


little over a week later, aged 75 years. He proudly recalled the most outstanding performance of the Phantom I was 
on one of the rallies between Marree in South Australia and Birdsville. They left Marree about 4 am, with 17 hours 
to do the trip to Birdsville. Half way up the infamous Birdsville track they arrived at a maze of sandhills with the 


leading cars bogged in the sand. The Phantom took to the red gibber country, went around them and arrived in 
Birdsville. They had lapped the field, and it was four hours before the next car after them arrived in Birdsville! 
Over this notorious stretch of more than 300 miles they and the Phantom I triumphed. 


Tribute to Vince Brown d. 2005 
Brilliant Driver and Genius Mechanic 


ince Brown was a farmer from 
i ee Hill, on the western 
outskirts of Sydney, before retiring 
to Kew, New South Wales, near Port 
Macquarie. With his mother, “Granny’ 
Brown, and Cath Price, as navigator 
Vince campaigned 1928 Phantom I, 
101FH, with verve and tremendous 
skill in the 1956, 1957 and 1958 Ampol 
Trials. He drove through the hard 
sections but moved aside so the ladies 
could take the wheel and the limelight 
at the checkpoints -to the delight of the 
spectators and media alike. 

Vince’s easy-going manner 

hid an extraordinary driving talent. 
He always brought the huge car home 


amongst the top group in round Australia 
trials, and always did well in the class 
for large cars. This was hugely annoying 
to drivers of Ford Customlines and 
Chrysler Royals who felt their modern 
vehicles should easily outperform a 
vintage machine — but they had not 
reckoned on Vince’s ability. Because not 
only was he a brilliant driver he was also 
a genius mechanic. 

In the 1958 Ampol Trial, he 
experienced a rare mechanical failure 
—a piston burned out. The beautiful 
old engine ran very roughly on only 
five cylinders, and Vince didn’t like the 
vibrations running through the whole 
car. So, stopping in a small village in 


South Australia, he dropped the sump 
and removed the offending piston and 
connecting rod. Knowing the engine 
would then be seriously out of balance 
and would probably shake itself to 
pieces, he cut a piece from a farmer’s 
discarded ploughshare and taking a good 
look at the crankshaft, welded the piece 
onto the shaft to act as a balance weight. 
Vince then replaced the sump and 
pressed the starter. The old Rolls was 
back to its smooth self again — down on 
power but no vibrations! 


From Barry Lloyd’ book ‘You Cant Get 
There From Here’. 
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1931Rolls-Royce Phantom I] 
The Restoration of 1oJS - Online 


is shown in a dark colour on the 
right. Above right: 1oJS with 


One of the delights of the Club’s 


website is discovering what is the front mudguards filled in, a 
happening in the world of Rolls- | This time, Clemens Heddier of common practice to later achieve 
Royce and Bentley enthusiasts. Germany, above centre, has a more contemporary appearance. 
Over the internet, I was able to generously provided this selection Visit Clemens’ website at: 
reproduce in the October 2004 of photographs of 1oJS. Above www.rr-phantom-ii.de/ 

issue, photographs provided by left: toJS was displayed on the for the history of the car and 
André Blaize of the model of Rolls-Royce stand at the 1931 the progress of this marvellous 
the 1904 Rolls-Royce. London Olympia Show and restoration. Editor. 


ff ! 


+05 


4451 


Technical Topics 


7 > ~~ 
s\} iN 


On avereshan Manuals and 
‘The Forgotten Engine’ 


By Bill Cobum (ACT) 


This actually started out as a review of 
an excellent new publication by RREC 
Member and Phantom III, 3CP196, owner, 
Stephe Boddice, ‘The Forgotten Engine’. 


In the beginning there was no word 


Factory workshop manuals, especially 
on pre-World War II cars, are not usually 
found on the news stands and thanks to 
fiercely protective policies by the former 
Factory, little technical information was 
available to the average owner. The 
reason usually advanced was to protect 
the franchise holders’ interests, meaning 
that all work should be done by dealers 
at their premises in their time and at their 
rates. 

Many years ago a friend of 
mine in the States had the extraordinary 
experience of snapping a connecting 
rod in his Silver Cloud I] while doing a 


very legal speed down the New Jersey 
Turmpike. Turning incredulously to the 
Factory he was quietly directed to the the 
car’s guarantee of three years which had 
expired some two months previously! 
Reluctantly, however, they did agree to 
sell him a Workshop Manual! 


The first manuals 


The first real gesture by the Factory 

to help poor old John Public with the 
written word was the production of 

that dinky little loose leaf folder for the 
immediate post-World War II cars. But 
they were eventually cornered by the 
United States Congress, which passed a 
law that any car sold in the United States 
had to have an available Workshop 
Manual with at least one copy residing 
in the Library of Congress. Technical 
information then ceased to be the sole 
preserve of dealers but in my experience 


I have never seen manuals on offer as 
you would with other makes. And now 
the size and detail of the publications has 
made them very expensive to reproduce. 
Nevertheless the Factory was obliged 
to reprint most of the post-World War 
II manuals and spares lists to cater for 
new dealerships. Many handbooks were 
also reproduced in response to customer 
demand but unfortunately they usually 
had fairly poor pictures since the original 
lithographic plates had been scrapped. 
Eventually, some young brains 
must have infiltrated the hallowed halls 
and all manuals for cars produced from 
about 1990 appeared on compact discs. 
These however, were even more jealousy 
guarded with punitive fines levied on 
the dealers if they were not promptly 


Above. Surely a beautiful sight with new 
liners in an intact block and all the studs 
beautifully located. Photographs in this 
article kindly supplied by Stephe Boddice. 
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returned after new issues arrived. In 
addition, passwords were required and 
expiry functions were embedded in the 
discs to stop the unscrupulous finding 


out how to open their bonnet! 


Ay! <3 


a ee anim 11% 7 ety = = 
oe Val ae =] A ihe ie a: Vv Pre-war documentation 


ry 


— _~@ S eo Before the second World War it seems 
Eads: fe ; wy * the Factory relied almost solely on 

_o_____. @. 2 a an army of well trained and highly 
experienced mechanics all over the world 
to largely work out for themselves how 
to fix the intricate mechanisms of the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, from time 
to time issuing imperious advices in the 
form of Depot Sheets giving dimensions 
and detailed specifications and very 
occasionally procedure statements on 
repairs and maintenance particularly 
those that had been incorrectly done with 
consequent incurred expense! 


Top: The cylinder head with intake I have always suspected that 
manifold. The three protuberances are very many of these highly experienced 
mounts for the exhaust system. Above: mechanics died during the wars or 
‘ A not untypical partial blockage of a pursued other careers. Certainly after 
ys low pressure oil junction. Despite this World War II with petrol rationing and 
knowledge, people jump in these cars as 


generally little money, the pre-war cars 
sold for very little but parts were still 
very expensive, so there was not much 


newly discovered treasures and head off 
driving like the dervish and wonder later 
how so much damage occurred to their 


eusite. Bet: Thasmne teal anit Below sense in having a beautiful car for which 


The beautifully finished intake manifold you could not afford either the fuel or 


assembly with the dual throat carburetter the spare parts. 
mount. Enthusiasts bought these cars 


and frequently could not afford to pay 
anyone to repair them so resorted to 
their own skills. Undoubtedly, there 
were mishaps but this small army of 
owners was responsible for saving 
many of the magnificent examples of 
the marque that we see from the pre- 
war era at our rallies. These people 
were surely pioneers, particularly as 
many were remote from dealers, and as 
I have mentioned, the technical words 
were simply not available. Mutual help 
therefore was the obvious approach 
and the inspiration for creating the 
Club. Ironically, the spin merchants 
used to boast that more than half the 
cars ever produced by the Factory were 
still on the road, ignoring the fact that 
such a claim was possible due almost 
solely to the efforts of many many 
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Above left: Note the ‘waisted studs’ to minimise the area where steel is in direct contact with the aluminium, a practice followed in the later 
Shadow engine. Above right: In common with a number of large cars of the period, the gearbox was a separate unit from the engine. Below: 


The extraordinary depth of long stroke engines surely militates against low line bonnets. 
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Above: A cluttered chassis by later standards. Note the rods for the mechanical enthusiasts working largely with their 
brakes which were servo operated. In addition, the then fashionable built in own resources. As a result, various 

jacking system can be seen at the front of the frame. The front suspension was individuals and groups around the 
‘knee action’, made under licence from General Motors. Below: The early world have gathered information for 


stages of this magnificent resoration with the engine on a wooden stand built 
to a design by the Phantom LIT Technical Society. In the background the earlier 
colour of the coachwork can be glimpsed. Opposite page: Perhaps the latest 


publication on specialty areas of the 
marque to supplement local resources 


i : where needed and appreciated. 
Bentley Continental GT is not so complicated in the engine department after all. 


Inset: After the engine was re-installed in the chassis, work commenced on the er Pecans 
refurbishment of the body. e Forgotten Engine 


Probably one of the most esoteric would 
be the Phantom III Technical Society 
based in the United States. This group 
recognised, among other examples of 
the make, the iconic category of the 
magnificent twelve cylinder engine fitted 
to the Rolls-Royce Phantom III chassis. 
Compared with its Factory predecessors 
it was most sophisticated, although the 
author of The Forgotten Engine, Stephe 
Boddice, points out in his introduction, 
that the engine is not complicated, it just 
involves more parts. > 
Stephe modestly claims that his 
book has been written by an enthusiast 
to help other enthusiasts. He points out 
that much of the work he covers has 
been done many times by others but he 
appears to have brought together not 
only essential data and procedural detail 
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that must surely be of inestimable value 
to a would be restorer but presents it 

in a very readable style with excellent 
pictures in colour. Anybody interested in 
the Rolls-Royce approach to the design 
of such an engine will find every page of 
detail fascinating even though they may 
never see nor hear one of these engines 
let alone use one. 

The Phantom III engine was 
produced in very small numbers and cut 
off in its infancy by World War IJ. After 
the conflict ended, the heady days of 
social and material extravagance were 
gone, clearly militating against further 
production and surviving examples have 
only been kept on the road by the most 
enthusiastic of enthusiasts. But all the 
enthusiasm in the world can’t easily 
overcome the curse of all aluminium 
engines — corrosion. Stephe’s car was no 
exception and after much research and 
endeavour he had to scrap the original 
block of his car for a replacement. The 
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relevance of this is almost palpable 
today with the rapid demise of so many 
of our dear old vee eights, the oldest 
of which are now coming up for their 
4sth birthday. Unless meticulously 
maintained, particularly in the coolant 
department, havoc has been wreaked and 
no amount of effort can reclaim these 
engines. 

The example Stephe sets us 
is his unstinting efforts to record and 
make available as much information 
as practical on a fascinating facet of 
the automotive endeavours of Rolls- 
Royce. His book The Forgotten 
Engine was produced at his own 
expense, albeit with a lot of input 
from enthusiastic colleagues, which he 
readily acknowledges. Hopefully it may 
inspire others to record their experiences 
and discoveries with other models of 
the marque with the overall goal of 
preserving as many of the remaining cars 
left in this world. 


The Forgotten 
Engine 

—A manual of 
maintenance 
and overhaul 
procedures for 
the Rolls-Royce 
Phantom IT 
V12 engine, 
by Stephe Boddice, privately 
published in a Limited Edition 
of 600 numbered copies. 
Hard-backed, perfect-bound 
cover with dust jacket. 146 
pages. Over 120 colour 
photographs of components, 
step-by-step instructions for 
each procedure, appendices 
covering specifications, factory 
modifications and thread tables. 
How to order: Stephe Boddice, 
Tel: +44-(0)1562-700225, or 
mail@boddice.co.uk. Cost £45 
+p & p. (website www.boddice. 
co.uk) 
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1937 Phantom III, 3CP196, Mayfair Carriage Co. Limousine de Ville 
Owner: Stephe Boddice 
Awarded at the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Annual Rally 2004 
Boughton House, Kettering: 
First in Class - Phantom III Technical Society Trophy 
‘The Best Phantom III’ - The Sir James Cayzer Trophy 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn and 
Bentley Mk VI/R-type 
Register 


Donald Eve found the willingness 
to help and the expert knowledge of 
Register members was in evidence when 
he struck trouble with his R-type on the 
way to the recent Dawn Patrol I meeting 
of the Register in Beechworth, and 
during the rally. The story, recounted by 
Donald Eve, began on a very wet 
1 October 2004, when 1953 Bentley 
R-type, B152TN, a James Young saloon: 
“Managed to make it to the Temora RSL 
and promptly expired. Some three very 
wet hours later, with some help from the 
NRMA, the spare distributor cap was 
clipped on (the US Delco-Remy Cap 
had arced and burned across from the 
centre) and the soggy drive to Albury 
commenced. With Victoria in the offing 
a patch of welcomed blue sky was 
glimpsed.” 

But that was not the end, 
as Donald Eve explained: “For the 
technically minded, (but aren’t we all in 
this Register?) my distributor played up 
again three days later after the previous 
day’s climb through the Tawonga Gap 
to view the snow capped Mt Bogong 
(at 6516 feet, thought to be too high for 
moths!). On starting up to return home 
the engine was intermittently firing 
and the occasional backfires attracted 
members’ attention! Four experts 
immediately became interested and 
the challenge began. They were: our 
Registrar, Lloyd Missen (Silver Dawn); 
Co-organiser, John Harriman (Silver 
Dawn), Victoria Branch President Neil 
Matthews (Silver Wraith); and, multi 
Concours Winner, Lex Lynch (Mk VI). 
Combined knowledge using ‘spares’ 
eliminated the coil and capacitor, and the 
wiring was sound. A modern—mighty- 
megameter, with all car switches off, 
tracked down an earthing problem 
in the interior of the distributor; the 
Delco-Remy points were not isolating 
properly. Apparently this is not a new 
problem. John Harriman then produced 
his “superseded” complete distributor top 
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assembly, from his 1950 Silver Dawn, 
which was exchanged for mine. (Simply 
remove three screws and ease out.) The 
points were adjusted to 20 thous. and 
the engine burst into life to shouts of 
glee, huge smiles and relief from waiting 
ladies. 

The car ran faultlessly the 
455 miles home to Sydney, where the 
offending equipment was given a close 
inspection. The base of one of the 
adjustable bottom points was not sitting 
flush on the main structure with a 55 
thous. gap at the end encompassing the 
spigot for the spring loaded point and 
was shorting out on the actual spring. 
The offending piece of ‘bent’ metal was 
found to be almost finger malleable. This 
equipment was straightened and is now 
back in the car and fully functional. It is 
difficult of course to pick this 55 thous. 
gap when in the bowels of the engine 
without a torch and mirror. However 
J for one will check thoroughly when 
changing and adjusting points in the 
future. Finally, I am greatly indebted 
to four savvy members of the Register 
and have gained a little more ‘carpark’ 
knowledge.” 


Failed to Proceed 

As you have just read, one unplanned 

event at Beechworth on the Monday 

morning after most had left, was 
provided by an R-type Bentley. Although 
as a group we found and eliminated the 
problem, we cannot claim a prize for 
speed. In fact, we all felt embarrassed 

it had taken so long. As it is important 

for Register members to develop skills 

in this area, I have listed below the path 
we followed, by testing and reasoning, 
eliminating all those interposed “it must 
be this”, “let’s try that” checks that 
occurred on the day. The actual cause is 
also of interest. 

1. Removed the high tension lead 
from the coil and inserted a test 
lead with a sound spark plug and 
where the points have been opened 
to twice the normal gap (which 
I always carry). See photograph. 
As the plug body is connected to 
the engine metalwork (earth) and 


is at atmospheric and not cylinder 

pressure, a sound ignition system 

should provide a strong fat spark in 
the enlarged gap when the engine 

is cranked. As it showed, firstly a 

weak intermittent spark, then no 

spark at all, one could conclude 
three things: 

° The ‘fail-to-proceed’ was due 
to an ignition fault, and not a 
fuel fault. 

¢ The ignition fault was not due 
to sparkplugs, ignition leads, 
distributor cap or rotor arm. 
(The test plug/lead by-passed 
these) 

* The fault must reside in either 
the coil, OR the low voltage 
ignition circuit. 

Confirmed that both distributor 

points were clean and opening and 

closing, as the engine was cranked. 

Disconnected the low voltage lead, 

between coil and distributor, at 

the coil end, and tested at this lead 

end for isolation from earth, by 

measuring resistance with a multi- 
meter, having first placed a piece of 
paper/cardboard between whichever 
of the distributor points was found 
to be closed. This showed a short 
circuit existing. It was then possible 
to list the remaining items and 
isolate each for further testing, viz: 

* Lead to distributor. 

* Distributor low voltage 
capacitor. 

* Suppression capacitor (none 
found connected). 

* Distributor internal plate 
supporting twin points system, 

Tests confirmed the fault was on 

the distributor internal mounting 

plate. Here there are five sections 
of low voltage insulation, three 
fixed, and one in each moving arm 
of the two replaceable moving 
point sets. Exactly which of the 
five was shorted was not obvious 
whilst the plate was in situ, nor was 
it easy to test without dismantling. 

Fortunately Lex Lynch and John 

Harriman had fitted an electronic 

ignition and both were carrying 
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Above: Replacement point sets: Genuine Delco-Remy, below, adapted Bosch 
GD 502, above. With either, the fixed point is secured with a screw at ‘A’, but 
the end ‘B’, if not-firmly-fitted, can remain proud of the mounting plate and 


possibly short to the moving point, if genuine Delco-Remy. Only the insulated 


bush in a Bosch replacement has a flange ‘C’, which would prevent this 


occurring. Note: The unwanted terminal ‘D’, on the Bosch fixed terminal, is 


removed before installing. 


Below: Test lead, as described in text, used to assist in determining the cause of 


a ‘Fail To Proceed’. Photographs by Lloyd Missen. 


their original plates with mounted 
points in their spares box. When the 
defective plate was swapped for one 
of these the problem was solved, 
Donald Eve, and Priscilla, breathed 
a sigh of relief and motored home 
happily. 

Subsequent examination showed 
that the short circuit occurred 
through not-firmly-fitted points, 
and that surprisingly, this could 
easily occur with genuine Delco- 


Remy replacement points, but not 
with Bosch GD 502, which many of 
us use with a simple modification. 
Details are given in the photograph. 


Unmodified SU Carburettor Overflow 
Pipes 

The inherent danger of not replacing 
short overflow pipes was covered in 
Praeclarum, page 4170. Another engine 
fire was reported by RREC Registrar, 
Tony Jenkins, in Bulletin, Issue 266, page 


PRAECLARVM 


28, which you should read if you need 
more encouragement to attend to yours. 


Future Events 

All Register members with partner/s 
are encouraged to book for our Register 
dinner and socializing event to be held 
at the Federal Rally on Wednesday 30 
March, and also for our Technical day 
on Friday 1 April where we can explore 
techniques to detect fail-to-proceed 
causes etc. 


Good Motoring, 

Lloyd Missen, Registrar 
NoydshirleyM@bigpond.com 
67 Rembrandt Drive, 

Middle Cove, 2068. 

Ph/Fax 02-9958-2831. 


Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T Series and 
Derivatives Register 


Club Website 


I am very impressed with the huge 
amount of technical discussion that 
takes place on the Silver Shadow section 
of the Club’s website. We are lucky 
as a club to have such knowledgeable 
people willing to give of their time and 
expertise. 

Questions and answers from 
all parts of the world are posted and 
an extraordinary breadth of topics are 
covered. No doubt these have been of 
great assistance and interest to members 
and enthusiasts world wide. 

If any Shadow owners haven’t 
yet browsed through this material I 
would suggest doing so as it is clearly 
very popular. 


New Registrar 

I will be unable to continue as Registrar 
after the Federal Rally in 2005 so I 

am looking for a replacement. Please 
telephone me on 03-9419-0314 if you 
are interested in taking the role on. 


Happy motoring, 


Nicholas Lang. 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud, 
Bentley S Series, 
Phantom V and VI Register 


The year 2005 marks the 50th Anniversary 
of the introduction of the Rolls-Royce 
Silver Cloud and Bentley S Series. During 
this year, a concerted effort will be made 
to register interest from Silver Cloud and 
Bentley S Series owners to form an active 
group, to organise and participate in events 
and technical sessions, particularly relevant 
to our class of vehicle. This of course 
extends to owners of Phantom V & VI 
vehicles. 

We will take the opportunity of 
the 2005 Federal Rally in Canberra as a 
starting point and will be organising an 
informal meeting at a convenient time 
during the Rally proceedings. The actual 
date, time and place for this meeting is to 
be confirmed, but details will be available 
at the Rally Registration Desk. We are 
aware that a number of other Register 
Dinners and Functions are already listed 
in the Rally Programme. Mindful that 
some members own a range of cars, we 
will avoid conflict with these other register 
events. 

I look forward to seeing a good 
representation of Silver Cloud, Bentley 
S Series, Phantom V and VI owners at 
this meeting in Canberra, so that we can 
informally discuss what types of events 
you would like to participate in and what 
type of information you would like to 
receive through the Praeclarum Register 
Section. 

See you in Canberra. 


Steve Redford, Registrar. 
Ph/Fax 07-3892-5005 
Mobile 0404-449-616 


redfords@bigpond.com 


In 2005 the Registers Celebrate 
Model Year Anniversaries 


1925 
New Phantom 


1955 
Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud and 
Bentley S Series 


1965 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow and 
Bentley T Series 


1975 
Rolls-Royce Camargue 
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a Rolls-Royce and the 
Rolls-Royce — Indian Princes by 


ae. Murad Ali Baig. Roli 
~@ Books, 2003. 42 p. 
Softcover. ISBN 81- 
7436-235-5. Order 
through www.rolibooks. 
com 


Compared to the sumptuous 7he 
Automobiles of the Maharajas tssued 
only recently, or the impending and even 
more splendid book by John Fasal, this 
small compendium in the Pocket Art 
Series is a mere taste of the glory that 
was motoring for the Indian rulers. A 
13-page Introduction summarizing the 
basic RR history and introducing the 
Maharaja angle is followed by 24 b/w 
postcard-size photos, some of which are 
well known but quite a few are from 
Indian sources and have probably not 
been widely seen. None are identified 
by chassis number or described with 
any great specificity as to provenance 
or coachwork and there are some minor 
errors. In keeping with its title, there is 


no mention of Bentleys. 


Tom Clarke 


Celebrating 
the 100th Year 
Anniversary 
of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars 


Brooklands 
New Media Ltd., 2004. Softcover, 80 p. 
£55 + P&P, limited availability. Order 
from Book Sales Dept., 15 Church St., 
Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2SU, UK, 
email booksales@ brooklandsnewmedia. 
com 


Rounding out the rich crop of Rolls- 
Royce Centenary publications in 2004 
is this Special Commemorative Edition. 
Its first release coincided with the RREC 
Annual Rally and now a somewhat 
amended 2nd edition is available. 
Understanding what this publisher does 
may explain the purpose of this book. 
Brooklands New Media Group is a 
specialty publishing house producing 
high-quality publications for industries, 
clients and corporate customers 
worldwide. They produce independent 


and client-supported publications as 

well as specific corporate projects for 
major corporations, organizations, and 
leading brands and industries covering 
the business-to-business and business- 
to-consumer markets. An uncommon 
feature is that their publications include 
third party advertising that is selected 

to reinforce the lifestyle, image, and 
aspirations of a brand or product. (The 
RROC (USA) Diary is a similar concept.) 
A newcomer to a brand or product is 
thus exposed to the entire palette of “the 
lifestyle.” And, in simple terms, the level 
of detail presented here is of just that 
magnitude as to not overwhelm with 
minutia the newcomer to the marque. 

This publication was designed, 
written, and produced independently by 
Brooklands with the permission of Rolls- 
Royce ple and with the support of the 
Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation. 
The RRHT, especially Michael Evans, 
also assisted the publishers to ensure 
historical accuracy. Several “regional” 
editions exist, in English, for the USA, 
UK/Europe, Gulf States, Asia Pacific, 
and for Germany, Switzerland, Russia 
and Japan in their respective languages. 
The RR-specific contents in these 
editions is by and large the same but 
some of the car photos are different and 
much of the advertising is “localized” for 
the respective region. 

The book is beautifully printed 
in a very oversize landscape format (A3, 
or 1612 ” x 11304”) and an expensive 
5-color process. Photo reproduction 
is excellent and some of the new ones 
are even done in b/w and sepia to add 
atmosphere. They are largely RR stock or 
well-known historic photos. The book is 
broken into “themes” (cf., Royce, Rolls, 
the mascot, etc.) which fall in roughly 
but not seamless chronological order 
(no pagination!) and cover all the basic 
RR highlights. The Goodwood Phantom 
features prominently. An eminently 
useful feature is an “Organisational 
Chronology.” This is a family tree of 
the business/corporate relationships 
and as with most such efforts at 
compartmentalizing historic events it 
takes quite a bit of deciphering. 


Brooklands gives the Maybach 
a similar treatment in a different 
publication. 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


The DNA of Bentley 
Rich Heritage, 
Challenging Future 
by Richard Feast. 
MBI Publ. Co., 2004. 
160 p., 120 illos. 
Hardcover. 

ISBN 0-7603-1946-4. 
(Pitstop Bookshop $49.95) 


Feast’s new book is thematically not 
entirely unrelated to his previous one, 
Kidnap of the Flying Lady. Here the core 
topic is if and how well VW understood, 
interpreted, and applied whatever 
quintessence it is that makes a Bentley 

a Bentley. Looking at this particular 
book in the context of the recent Bentley 
literature it can be said right away that 
Feast is connecting the dots in a fresh 
way. All along the worry had been 

how good a steward a German—or any 
non-British—company could possibly 
be for this most British marque. In the 
same breath should have followed—but 
didn’t—the obvious observation that 

the previous owners have done less for 
Bentley in over 70 years of tortured 
history than VW has done in five! If 
anything should be a surprise it is that 
the Bentley identity—as opposed to 
merely an empty name— survived at all 
during those decades of benign or willful 
neglect, if not in actual product at least 
in spirit. That VW has been able to do 
better than its predecessors is undeniably 
linked to its deep pockets but it is just 
as much, if not more so, because VW 
was willing to do better by entertaining 
a fundamentally different appraisal of 
Bentley’s character than Rolls-Royce 
ever accorded. 

Feast interviewed the still- 
living designers from the olden days as 
well as current personnel. This book is 
not retelling the Bentley saga blow by 
blow but rather focuses on only those 
aspects that are relevant to the core 
question. The 1970s to 1980s—Bentley’s 
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darkest years—are sharply abbreviated 
whereas the topics of WO, Le Mans, and 
the 1950s Continental R and successors 
are treated extensively. (The latter 
singled out as being RR’s sole attempt at 
building a true Bentley as opposed to a 
RR derivative.) 

Throughout, the crisply told 
story advances in large strides and the 
novice reader may want to consult 
other books to fill in some details. In 
terms of illustrations there are several 
noteworthy gems: some drawings and 
prototype photos from John Blatchley’s 
personal archive (now in the hands of the 
RREC), and the not often seen concepts 
of designers Heffernan/Greenley for the 
1990s cars and Raul Pires’ drawings for 
the current Continental GT. 

One chapter deals with 
the auction and its background and 
aftermath. The usual caveat applies: 
there is at least one new tidbit in this 
account but the full story remains locked 
up. 

A nice touch: prices are given 
in dollars and pound sterling and old 
amounts are “converted” into current 
ones. Index. 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


gue Rolls-Royce Hall of 
Fame, Rolls-Royce 


; Heritage Trust, 2004. 71 
e P€s’  p. 34 illos. Softcover. 
ISBN 1-872922-28-7. 
hoe Order from Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Trust, PO Box 31, Moor Lane, 
Derby DE24 8BJ or www.rolls-royce. 
com/history/publications (Pitstop 
Bookshop $72.95) 


This small book is an excellent 
companion to those hefty tomes of 
general Rolls-Royce history. It contains 
short biographies (compiled by various 
RRHT members) of the pioneers “who 
have laid the foundations of success for 
Rolls-Royce today.” 

The two principals are listed 
first, followed in alphabetical order 
by 32 key individuals. The list runs 
from Allison to Wormald and—a very 
inspired gesture—even includes non-RR 
employees such as Fedden and Siddeley. 
The entries range from the very brief 
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to the fairly detailed. The book covers 
people from all aspects of RR work, 
which means that some of those who 
worked predominantly on the aero side 
may be unfamiliar to the car crowd (all 
the more reasons to read this!). Some of 
the comments are quite candid; consider 
this one about General Works Manager 
and Director Wormald: “Possessed of 

a certain cunning, he ruled over his 
domain through a small band of loyal 
henchmen, .. .” 

Each biography is accompanied 
by a full-page b/w portrait by Jayne 
Brewster-Beard who has worked for the 
company more than 20 years. 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


Car Design Yearbook 
3 The Definitive 
= Annual Guide to All 


4 —~, 
“es New Concept and 
i Production Cars 
"Worldwide, 


by Stephen Newbury. 
Merrell Holberton, 2004. 288 p., 800+ 
illos. Hardcover. ISBN 1-85894-24-1, 
(Pitstop Bookshop $69.95) 


If you can’t get to all—or any—of the 
car shows, let this book take you. Now 
in its third year, this annual review of all 
the concept and production cars unveiled 
during the year (April 2003—March 
2004) gathers in one place descriptions 
of the design features and innovations, 
exterior/interior/engine photos and 
sketches, technical specs, and, where 
applicable, performance data. It covers 
126 models, including 100EX. Now, as 
three years ago, the ratio of concepts to 
production models is about 2:1 and some 
of the production models in this edition 
were concept cars in one of the previous 
two annuals. 

The three designers who have 
made the greatest contributions during 
the year are featured in individual 
biographies; this year they are Wayne 
Cherry (a RROC (USA) member!), 
Peter Horbury, and Andrea Zagato. 

One essay explores the current state of 
streamlining (technical issues, design 
goals, solutions); another the history and 
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future of automotive lighting. 

Since the author works 
for automotive consultancy Tom 
Walkinshaw Racing he is able to 
present a practitioner’s view of design 
on both the micro and the macro level. 
The latter is evident in his most astute 
Introduction (“Trends, Highlight, 
Predictions”). Unless car design and 
marketing are your daily bread, you will 
most likely not have made, on your own, 
the observations Newbury shares with 
you here! (overcapacity in the industry, 
proliferation of “halo” models, designing 
for the growing number of affluent 
retirees, etc.) 

The book is an excellent 
record of its time, and, over time, this 
entire opus will become a practical and 
competent reference source. Excellent 
photos, mostly from the manufacturers 
or studios themselves. Glossary; lists 
of launch locations, show info, 2005 
show dates. The publisher is keeping the 
previous annuals in print so you can still 
build a complete set! 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


From Passion to 
Perfection - The 
Story of French 
Streamlined Styling 
1930-1939 

by Richard Adatto. 
Edition SPE 
Barthelemy, 2003. 
Hardcover. 287 p. ISBN 2-912838- 
22-3. Order from: Adatto Auto, Suite 
103, 1314 Denny Way, Seattle, WA 
98109; fax 206-839-1259, email: 
contact@adattoauto.com 


Claude Johnson’s silent silver 40/50 hp 
and Andre Embiricos’ Bentley coupe are 
among the most published automobiles. 
Adatto’s splendid book has nothing to 
do with the Edwardian “Early English- 
Perpendicular” styling of the Silver 
Ghost, but everything to do with pivotal 
French streamline styling from which 
flowed the Embiricos Bentley. 

Featured are the finest 
examples of the French curve as 
applied to automotive sculpture ever 
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devised. Their dexterity with these 
instruments is demonstrated by a mere 
handful of French stylists: a lesson 

for all the cognoscenti of forward- 
focused automotive design, never better 
presented than by Adatto and his team. 
The majority of teardrop (gout d’eau) 
coupes and roadsters built are presented 
in terrific full-page colors, the envy 

of any tabletop and a must-have for 
streamlined design enthusiasts. 

The Embiricos Bentley’s 
full story is finally correctly told, 
accompanied by dental-technician- 
cum-automotive-stylist George Paulin’s 
original concept drawings for Pourtout’s 
execution in aluminum, superbly 
photographed from every angle. The 
car’s competition history and period 
racetrack photographs fill in any 
remaining voids. 

Of particular interest, beyond 
the overwhelming power of the 
supremely elegant lines of the cars 
portrayed, with their chassis numbers 
and detailed histories, is the story, until 
now unpublished, of the designers and 
coachbuilders involved in the French 
resistance that resulted in their untimely 
demise. Index, bibliography. 

Brian Johnston 


NinenGacatie Auto Legends 
Y SS * Was Classics of Style and 

oe Design 

cee eee eel by Robert Cumberford 
~ Merrell Holberton, 
2004. 288 p., 400 photos. Hardcover. 
ISBN | 85894 216 0. (Pitstop Bookshop 
$85.00) 


A fairly thorough overview of the 

topic introduces over 60 cars that 
represent “key moments in design” 
from 1901-2002 in chronological 
order. (RR is represented with a L-E 
Silver Ghost, Bentley with an 8L and 

a Continental R; in addition there are 
several text references to each marque.) 
Cumberford, a designer and journalist 
(US readers may recognize the name 
from Automobile magazine), introduces 
each car with commentary that aims 

to put the the specific model into the 


overall context of the marque or the 
design idiom of the time. The photo 
captions focus on specific design issues. 
The “establishing shot” is in most cases 
a full view of the body (mostly front 
3(14), followed by assorted close-ups. 
The level of detail and number of photos 
vary; most cars are given four pages. 
The landscape format makes the most of 
Zumbrunn’s fabulous photos. The cars 
are shown to full advantage by being 
shot against a dark background under 
controlled conditions in a studio. One 
is surprised to learn that many owners 
went to the extraordinary effort to allow 
their cars to be shipped to his Zurich 
studio for photography; the quality and 
composition of the photos is certainly 
very special. Brief biographies of 20 key 
designers, glossary, worldwide directory 
of museums and collections, index. 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


Lemon! 60 Heroic 

Lemon! Failures of Motoring 

otter by Tony Davis Soft 
cover book, 14 x 
17 cm, 164 pages, 
ISBN 1-86325-494-3 
(Pitstop Bookshop 
$16.95) 


TONY OAVIS 


Australian motoring journalist Tony 
Davis has described 60 automotive 
lemons in this compact publication. 
Not all will agree with his choice and 
there will almost certainly be ritual 
book burnings by owners’ clubs of the 
marques singled out in this far from 
complimentary listing. 


Obvious targets are models such as 
Ford’s Edsel and British Leyland’s 
Australian products such as the Marina, 
P76 and Mini Moke. The Lada Samara is 
there, justifiably, and the Alfa Romeo 33 
that I remember describing when it was 
new as “a car with a great future behind 
it”; 


Interestingly, the Holden FB is listed, 
and the obscure Ford Falcon ‘Argentina’, 
but no products from Ford, Holden, 
Toyota or Mitsubishi in more recent 
years. Cars in the book are criticised for 
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having parts falling off, but during my 
time as a motoring writer, ] remember 
bits falling off a number of brand new 
cars that didn’t make Mr Davis’s list. 


The book is written to raise a laugh, and 
it is entertaining. It is cruel and a touch 
selective, but it can be fun. 


“Lemon!” is available from The Pitstop 
Bookshop, freecall 1800 622 422 
(within Australia), or on their website 
at www.pitstop.net.au. 


Bob Campbell 


I first mentioned ‘Lemon!’ in the 
August, 2004 issue. A motoring Hall of 
Shame. Shame indeed - the Camargue 
is included in this line-up! Regarded 
as magnificent by its protagonists, 
maligned, as in this book, by its 
detractors and modified - a ‘Hunting 
Car’ by Franco Sbarro - as spotted 
below by Bill Coburn on eBay, the 
Camargue has created interest for 30 
years. Editor. 


New and Noteworthy 


Automobile Year No. 52 Hardcover. 
$69. In US only avail. from LMG 
Gallery L’Automobile, ph/fax 210-979- 
6098, www.automobileyear.net., email: 
sales@automobileyear.net. 

Cancel your magazine subscriptions— 
buy this instead! Complete overview 
of everything car-related during the 
year. Includes chapter “Bentley’s 
rebirth—Under Wolfsburg’s wing” by 
Ian Norris. 


Rolls-Royce (Ultimate Cars Set 2), 
by Jill C. Wheeler. Abdo & Daughters 
Publishing, 2004. 32 p. Hardcover. 
ISBN 1-59197-582-4. For ages 9-12. 
Can’t start them too early! 


The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 
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‘Overdrive Vs High Ratio Diff’ 


The references in the reports on the 
recent meeting of the post-World War II 
six-cylinder Register cars in Beechworth 
to altering differential ratios has aroused 
my interest. I wish I could have been 
there to join in the discussions and allay 
any wories or apprehensions about top 
gear performance with the high 14/41 
ratio, which according to my calculations 
would give 28 mph to 1000 rpm (against 
22 mph with the normal ratio). You see, 
I have been driving for almost ten years 
now with a 28 mph to 1000 rpm ratio 
obtained via the Laycock Overdrive Unit 
fitted to my Bentley Mk VI. 

I can assure owners of cars 
in this Register that on a trip say from 
Melbourne to Sydney or vice-versa, on 
the Hume Highway and Expressway, 
that using the high ratio and travelling at 
the 100-110 kph speed limits, they can 
expect the following changes. For cars in 
reasonably good engine condition, they 
should get 4 to 5 mpg extra! On a warm 
summer day, engine temperature will be 
lower by 4 to 7 °C, and of course, wear 
will be less because of lower rpm. 

What I can’t predict from 
personal experience, is the effect the 
higher ratio will have on the other gears. 
However, I think that it is obvious that 
third gear will have to be used more 
around the suburbs and for hill climbing 
at lower speeds. It may be also that first 
gear will have to be used a lot more in 
moving off from slope positions. You 
don’t have any of these problems with 
the Overdrive, which can be selected for 
third and top gears, so you have in effect 
six gears from which to choose. 

My love affair with it began 
in 1994, when Rolls-Royce specialist 
Gareth Will imported a Laycock Unit 
from the UK and asked me if I would 
allow him to install it in my car for a few 
months trial. I jumped at the opportunity 
and it was bolted onto the chassis behind 
the cruciform. 

We took off for the Toowoomba 
Federal Rally and covered 600 miles 
in 10 hours 5 minutes of driving plus 
1% hours for a meal and fuel. As you 
might image, to average 60 mph we 
were flying most of the time, except in 
suburbs and towns and when climbing 
the Liverpool and Moonbi Ranges, 


when we dropped back into top gear, as 
they were not roads on which we could 
travel at the speed suitable for the high 
ratio. Inspite of the speed, we averaged 
18 mpg and the engine temperature was 
a constant 75 °C, except on the two 
mountain ranges. 

I also did a one day run from 
Sydney to Canberra using the Overdrive 
and then back without using it. There 
is a detailed report in the January 1995 
issue of the New South Wales Branch 
magazine London & Derby, but briefly 
the engine was considerably hotter at 87 
to 90 °C and not as economic on fuel. 
These engines really don’t like being 
pushed into the 3,000 to 4,000 rpm range 
and are much happier at 2,400 rpm in 
Overdrive or 14/41 ratio at 110 kph! 

Father Frank Meek had 
an Overdrive installed in his Silver 
Dawn and instead of being bolted 
on to the chassis, it was mounted on 
four silenbloch rubber bushes, which 
insulated any transmission feel from the 
car. 

I obtained my unit in time for 
the Fremantle Federal Rally in 1997 
and it certainly showed its worth on 
the return journey across the Nullarbor, 
when we covered the 900 km run from 
Esperance to Eucla in one day in very 
hot conditions with the air conditioning 
going full blast and after hours of 
driving, made the motel at Eucla in time 
for dinner! I’m sure we could not have 
done it in top gear, the rpm would have 
been too high for the hot conditions 
and we would have been forced to 
slowdown, missing dinner, which goes 
off quite early out there in the never 
never and there is nowhere else to eat 
out there for hundreds of kilometres! 

Make no mistake about it, the 
high ratio or overdrive on top gear will 
give great cruising at the current speed 
limits and as long as one can start a hill 
climb at 80 kph plus, it will also perform 
well. I am not aware of the cost of 
purchasing the higher ratio crown wheel 
and pinion and then installing them, but 
it would need to be a lot less than the 
cost of the Overdrive and its installation 
for me to consider it. The normal ratios, 
plus two more takes a lot of beating. 


Tony Ward, NSW. 
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Port Augusta to Darwin in 2006 


In April 2006, following the Federal 
Rally in Orange, the New South Wales 
Branch is planning an ‘overlander’ 

to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

the founding of our movement in 
Australia. In addition, 2006 is the 100th 
anniversary of the first 40/50 hp, better 
known as the Silver Ghost. 

Our plan is to start immediately 
on the completion of the Federal Rally 
and travel from south to north across the 
centre of Australia to Darwin. Many of 
us have done the east-west or reverse, 
but no official rally has to our knowledge 
completed this trip. In general terms, our 
plan is to travel through Broken Hill to 
Port Augusta and then straight up the 
middle to Darwin. It is expected to take 
approximately 14 days, and we hope to 
visit many of the unique sites along the 
way. The longest day will be about 500 
kms or 300 miles, and the shortest 240 
kms or 150 miles. With three planned 
two-day stays in places of particular 
interest, these distances should allow 
older vehicles to participate. We only 
plan to travel on sealed roads. 

Numbers will be limited to the 
available accommodation, which would 
appear to be approximately 25 cars or 50 
people. Cost of accommodation would 
appear to average $200-250 per night. 
Quality will vary from 2 to 4 stars, 
choice sometimes is extremely limited, 
given there is only one motel in some 
places. 


4463 


Letters 


Robyn Henderson, New South 
Wales Activities Co-ordinator, is the 
prime point of contact, and expressions 
of interest should be addressed to Robyn 
at email hendosmr@bigpond.net.au or 
fax 02-9542-8402. Participants will be 
accepted on a first come first served 
basis, subject of course to there being 
sufficient interest. Some overseas people 
have expressed interest in a rally of this 
type, so hopefully there will be some 
overseas participation. Please forward 
your expressions, SO we can pursue 
planning. While this is being planned 
by the New South Wales Branch, all 
members are invited and welcome. 

Mal Henderson 

Vice-President, New South Wales Branch 


Compliments to Contributors 


Having written some 100 columns 

of ‘Swings & Roundabouts’ for the 
NSW Branch Magazine London & 
Derby over some eight years, I have 

a great interest in articles written by 
other members. From the December 
6-04 Issue of PRA';CLARVM | wanted 
to compliment, David Berthon (NSW) 
for his informative articles ‘The Day I 
Became a Bentley Boy’ on page 4403 
and on page 4420, ‘The Body Beautiful’, 
as he is an excellent writer. The article 
by Robert Whitehead (VIC) ‘Dawn 
Patrol II, in Beechworth, Victoria’ 

on page 4408, was written with great 
style and flare — I wanted to go on this 
rally, but the timing was wrong. Then 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons 
misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be denied further use of this space. Ads 

for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited 

to optimise use of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may be 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour prints showing the lines of the car 
are suitable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include stamped 
addressed envelope. 

DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s licence number and comply with all other statutory requirements relating 

to their advertising. COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non-members are 
charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non-commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of charge to non-trade members, $16.50 
(inc. GST) for others. Where applicable, cheques made payable to RROC of Australia 
must accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 
Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
Deadlines: 15 March, 15 May, 15 July, 15 September, 15 November 2005 


by Patty Aiosa (NSW), the ‘Tamworth 
Bush Bash’, which we did go on. She 
wrote about it so well, such a fun, very 
interesting and enjoyable rally. We 
drove a total of 886 kms from Sydney to 
Sydney. The Technical Topics on page 
4422 by Bill Coburn (ACT) shows how 
important it is to know all about our 
braking system and is worthy of a re- 
read. Having worked under three Editors 
with London & Derby, and Martin 
Bennett is a hard act to follow, but David 
Neely you are doing an exceptional job. 
Safe & happy motoring. 

Stewart Begg, NSW 


Diving into the French Language 


With regards to Tom Clarke’s letter 
(PRA'CLARVM 6-04) the French word 
‘scaphandrier’ means ‘diving ship’, 
which I take to refer to a ship which 
supports a diver in an old-fashioned 
diving suit (‘scaphandre’). The rear 
cabin in Tom’s example [see photograph 
below - Editor] does look a little like an 
old diving helmet and must have been 
similarly claustrophobic with the hood 


up! 


Guy Cox, NSW. 


PRAECLARVM 
Display Advertising 


Size Cost per Issue 
Full Page $451 
Half Page $253 
Quarter Page $143 
Business Card $50 


Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
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1927 Phantom I (95RF) Motor rebuilt by 
Wilson Engineering, Brisbane, re-sleeved and 
new pistons and bearings. Overdrive fitted, 
supplied by R-R, USA. Brakes re-done and in 
good condition. 7 tyres, 80%. Bodywork and 
hood sound, paintwork good condition. Spare set 
o/s pistons and head gasket, full set of service 
books, some tools. Many concours prizes, 
excellent rally car. $85,000 

Pat Browne 07-3870-3427 or 0409-970-771 


1934 Rolls-Royce 20/25 hp (GLB27) Original 
body, Swept Tail Coupe by Martin & King, with 
small luggage trailer for touring. Only known 
coupe of this design in Australia and only a 
handful of swept tails in the world. Winner of 
Federal and NSW Branch concours awards. 
Engine regularly maintained to a high standard. 
Body work and interior refurbished four years 
ago. New tyres. Unique history going back to 
the ganster days of Melbourne’s underworld. 
$90,000 ono. Bob Roberts 0407-002-350 


1936 Rolls-Royce 20/25 hp (GBK58) Original 
H J Mulliner 4-Door Sports Saloon, well 
maintained, much recent refurbishing and 
maintenance work, full tool kit and handbook. 
From the estate of Club member. $69,000 
Marianne Robins 08-8269-3668 
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1936 Rolls-Royce 25/30 hp (GRM3) Barker 
Coachwork, 6 wheels, Black and Ivory. 
Mechanically excellent. Driven regularly. 
Meticulously maintained. Records to hand. 
$42,000 Vivien Reed 02-9310-0200 or 

Fax 02- 9310-0999 vreed@australiainstyle.co 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B190HR) Maroon and 
Black with champagne interior. 8,000 miles since 
full restoration in 1980, 118,00 original miles. 
Complete tool kit. $37,000 ono. 

Alex Brown 02-9743-3121 or 02-9614-2019 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B100MD) Metallic Sky 
Blue with dark blue upholstery, new blue carpets 
and mats. Excellent mechanical and body 
condition, 4'4 litre, manual, full-flow oil system. 
Australian delivery with export modifications. 
Original radio plus hidden 6 stack CD player, 
full tool kit, original manual, steering re-build 
2003/04. 113,000 miles, third owner. Club 
Plates. $36,000 Ian Methven 02-9940-4773 
ian_methven@bigpond.com 


ARO 60 


1960 Silver Cloud II (STB338) Black with 
beige leather. Collector’s item. Genuine 31,800 
miles. Rare immaculate original vehicle. 
Amazing patina. Complete tool set and records. 
Will pass test of most discerning driver. 
$77,000 Colin Veerman 07-3844-9555 

or 0414-844-555. 


1965 Bentley S3 (B344HN) Last of series, full 
spec (factory air, electric windows and aerial), 
Kellow-Falkiner delivered example refinished in 
original Dawn Blue with rare Off—White hide. 
Original handbook and tools. Cars of this spec 
very rarely hit the market. May consider trade- 
in. $72,500 David Ekberg 03-9533-8883 (24 hr) 
or 0404-888-302 


1969 Bentley T (SBH7104) Shell Grey with red 
hide and Mushroom Ambla headling. 68,000 
miles. Full history including Company build 
data. Considerable work over last 4 years. 6 stack 
CD player. $35,000 with a discount to a Club 
Member. David Cornish 03-5762-5342 


1971 Corniche Convertible (DRH11702), Ivory 
with magnolia upholstery and hood. Maintained 


to original specifications and in excellent 
condition. Upholstery, orig. hood and carpet only 
5 years old. Registration until 2/2005. 126,000 
miles. $72,000 Mike Weber 02-9492-5603 or 
0414-250-399. 


1974 Bentley Corniche (CBH16177) Coachbuilt 
Coupe 2-Door Hardtop, five seats, Peacock Blue 
and bone interior, all in excellent condition. Very 
rare, only 60 built, an Earls Court Motor Show 
display car. $79,000 Laurie Ogle 02-9960-0022 
(Bus) or Fax 02-9960-0144 


1976 Silver Shadow (SRH26364) Condition 
good, very low mileage. $23,000 
Derek Davis 07-3839-6116 


1974 Silver Shadow (LRH19503) long 

wheel base, Athenian Blue with beige leather. 
Originally Adelaide delivered, excellent 
condition throughout, regularly serviced, fitted 
with Fuelstar catalyst and remote locking and 
immobiliser, Currently on historic registration. 
$39,000 Oliver Corfe 08-8370-9056 


1974 Corniche Convertible (DRH17099) Gold 
with magnolia upholstery and black hood. 
Immaculate bodywork, hood and interior, superb 
mechanical condition, maintained past 15 years 
by Bob Chapman. 97,000 miles. $71,000 

John Baldwin 03-9735-1946 or 0412-099-644. 


1979 Silver Wraith II (LRH36157) Cardinal Red, 
unmarked black leather. Immaculate, 56,000 
miles. A rare opportunity to own a car with 

royal heritage, delivered new to HRH Princess 
Margaret in September 1979. $42,000 ono. 

Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151-4067 


1-05 


Market Place 


4465 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASH21142) White with 
tan leather and brown trim. ‘BYRNSY’ drives 
beautifully, immaculate condition, 104,000 km. 
Only for sale due to ill health. Offers to Peter 
Byrne Jnr 0414-856-966 or 02-9387-5568 


1997 Bentley Turbo RL (BRV59094) Midnight 
blue with magnolia hides. 49,000 kms. This 

is a unique car with leather headliner, cocktail 
sets behind the rear seats and picnic tables. In 


concours condition and a first place show winner. 


Perfect in every respect, $185,000. Richard 
Erskine 08-9336-2819 


Cars Wanted 


Silver Ghost or Phantom I tourer to keep 
and use in Australia. Must be complete and 
in very good running order. Please contact 
Graham Mead in England. Tel: +44-1283- 
224470 or Fax: +44-1283-550589 


Parts Wanted 


Original Rolls-Royce square-headed bolts 
required for frame castings for Silver 
Ghost restoration. One or a hundred! Ghost 
carburettor air valve assembly or parts. 

Jan Irwin, Tel/Fax 02-6227-5709 or email: 
keadymore@ozemail.com.au 
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BENTLEY SYDNEY 


Tom Smaii 
Parts Manager 


Telephone: +61 2.9744 5111 Fax 


461 29744 5517 


Mobile: +61 (0)417 684 223 


Email: Pares@BenzloySydney.com au 


wwew.BentleySydney.com 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 
19-27 Recatta Roap, Five Dock. Syoney, New South Wates, 2046, AUSTRALIA 


N 


Parts for Sale 


Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III grille shell, 
slight damage. $600 ono. Nick Preston 
0412-109-199 


Selection of open and tube spanners from 
Phantom I. Ted Terrell 02-9484-1658 
eterrell@bigpond.net.au 


Literature For Sale 

1923 and 1924 original large-format Silver 
Ghost Sales Catalogues. These are rare 
items. They are not mint copies but are in 
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very good condition for their age. They are 
complete with all original tipped-in colour 
body designs etc. They are the only two I 
have ever seen in Australia. $750 each incl. 
reg. post. Ian Irwin Ph/Fax 02-6227-5709 
or email: keadvmore@ozemail.com.au 


PRACLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular issue 
to complete your collection please let us 
know and we will see if it is available. 
$5.00 per copy. Please contact David Vann 
07-3865-3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


e g rity 


Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Rpyce 
the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 
vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 
pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Victorian Avon Tyres 
Distributor - Trade price on all 
tyres for club members! 


=AVON 


TYRES 


PLEASE CALL TONY: (03)9848 9000 


Rolls-Royce club members 
receive 20% off regular 
retail labour rate 


GENUINE PARTS 


LANCE DIXON BENTLEY 


AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 
565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, 3108. 


www.lancedixonbentley.com.au 


Quality pre-owned Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, 
visit our showroom or view 
online: lancedixon.com.au 


CALL NEIL: 
03) 9848 9000 


P: (03) 9848 9000 


Authorised coachworks - no 
job is too big or too small for 
our trained specialists 
Obligation Free Quotes 


CALL IAIN: 
03) 9848 9000 
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NR Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
——— Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 

... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


ARMA Insurance Limited ACN GOO 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner 


1936 PHI 
Aerodynamic Coupe 


Spare tire 
1937 Type canister 


» 57 Bugatti 


1932 Figoni- 
Falaschi Saloon 


1932 Lincoln 


1932 
Henley 


Lagonda a 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 

e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMARR DISK LTD. 


* helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
¢ comes with everything needed for installation 


P.O. Box 910, Glen Elfen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, _—_— E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 
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YOU DIDN’T COMPROMISE ON THE CAR... 
WHY COMPROMISE ON THE BODYSHOP? 


Only the Craftsmen at Bentley Sydney have the 


skill, experience and uncompromising standards 

to restore your prestige vehicle to mint condition. 
Our coachwork division, incorporating our leather 
trim and woodworkshops, can satisfy all your 
needs from insurance work and standard repairs 
to total vehicle restoration. The quality of our 


workmanship is backed by a 3 year warranty. 


ns appa en sae Tepe ™ 


coachwork services we can provide, BENTLEY SYDNEY 
SON SAAS EE 19 - 27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, 2046 


For further details on the range of bodywork and 


Workshop inspections invited Tel: 02 9744 5111 
Finance Packages Available www.bentleysydney.com MO 17855 


Need to rent a car in 
Australia, England or America 


Call 1300 367 227 or click www.thrifty.com.au 
and quote your Member Discount Number 4908002116 


*Standard Terms and Conditions apply 


SPECIAL 
INSURANSE — 
FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 


MM Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive No blame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for. Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
@ You have the option to choose your own repairer @ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


WH in the event of total loss you will have automatic reten- MH Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tion of the wreck, depending on the policy - subject to excess 


BEER PRR RRR RRR RRR 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
pone Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 
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